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The Durples
New Children’s Book Shares Valuable Lessons on Bullying and Acceptance
CALGARY, Alberta – The Durples look very different from one another. In fact, they look very different from pretty much everyone and so do many of their friends. But instead of looking at differences as a hindrance, Cindyloo, Mollyboo and Woodroo embrace them, and in doing so teach children an important lesson in the entertaining new children’s book by Kathy and Ashley Jardine, The Durples: Get Lost in Elkton Forest (published by AuthorHouse).


When the Durples find themselves lost in Elkton Forest, they never expect their journey to turn into such an adventure. Along the way they meet a variety of new and unique friends, such as Odalee, an outcast who teaches them how to play the fun musical instrument he created – the mookaluke – and helps the Durples find their way home to Turpleville. When the group is confronted with bullies, the Durples show their friends a unique way of dealing with them.

At the height of the action, the Durples and their friends are made fun of for looking different by the Dweeblets, who all look the same. Mollyboo, together with her fellow Durples, teaches the Dweeblets – and readers – a very important lesson about acceptance, pointing out the best qualities in each of the creatures. Children learn that acceptance is a vital part of life, and how “cool” each and every character is despite any physical hindrances they may appear to have.


The Durples also provide an indispensable message about bullying. “Children who are being bullied will appreciate a story where the good guy teaches the bully a lesson,” the authors write, “and the bullies will be exposed to how it feels from a victim’s point of view and why it should be stopped.”


With quirky characters and multiple twists and turns, The Durples is sure to both entertain and educate children. The authors have found that the book is particularly appealing to special needs children’s schools and families. The Durples: Get Lost in Elkton Forest is the first book of the Durples series, with more to come.


The Durples was written by Kathy Jardine and her daughter, Ashley. Kathy has spent many years working with special needs children, and throughout those years was inspired by those children to write and share her stories. After Kathy developed the idea for the Durples, Ashley was inspired by the importance of Kathy’s message and dedicated herself to helping the book come to life. A portion of the proceeds from each book sold will be donated to various children’s charities.















